
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – February 1, 2005 Contact: Bill Hyland – 312-527-6833

New Leaf Theatre presents 
AS IT IS IN HEAVEN by Arlene Hutton

Opens: March 3, 2005, Closes: April 9, 2005

CHICAGO, IL, FEBRUARY 2005
New Leaf Theatre is proud to present As It Is In Heaven, Arlene Hutton's moving portrayal of upheaval
caused when the utopian existence of an 1830's Shaker community in Kentucky is threatened by the arrival 
of 'newcomers' claiming to see angels. As It Is In Heaven is directed by New Leaf 's Artistic Director, Brandon
Ray, and features an all-female cast of nine Chicago actors. This production opens Thursday, March 3rd 2005
through April 9th 2005 at the Lincoln Park Cultural Center - 2045 N. Lincoln Park West, Chicago, IL
60614 - Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 8:00pm with a preview performance on Wednesday, March 2nd
2005 at 8:00pm.

Ticket prices are $15.00 for general admission, $12.00 seniors and students. Special group rates are also 
available. All Thursday performances are $5.00 industry tickets with headshot, resume or business card and
preview admission is $5.00. Tickets can be reserved by telephone at 877-238-5596 or purchased online 
with SmartTix at newleaftheatre.org.

AS IT IS IN HEAVEN by Arlene Hutton
A religious community is changed when a non-believer has an ecstatic experience. The 1830's Shaker society 
of Pleasant Hill, Kentucky, is set in ordered ways. Their once dramatic form of worship has by now developed
into routine. The arrival of Fanny upsets the harmony; the Sisters suspect her to be a "winter Shaker," one 
who suddenly converts when life gets too hard on the farm. Fanny sees angels in the meadow, and soon all 
the young women are receiving spiritual "gifts" of songs, drawings, ideas and giggles, completely upsetting the
community. The leaders question Fanny's intentions and honesty.

Is this a resurgence of the original Shaker celebration or something manufactured by Fanny so that she 
can remain with the Shakers? Eldress Hannah is jealous that she, the most devout of Shakers, has not 
been privileged to see the visions. But only the ones who question need visual proof. Whether they were 
heavenly or earthly, the angels were there.

PERFORMANCES
AS IT IS IN HEAVEN by Arlene Hutton directed by Brandon Ray previews Wednesday, March 2nd at
8:00pm offering $5.00 admission and opens Thursday, March 3, 2005 and runs through Saturday, April 9,
2005 at the Lincoln Park Cultural Center - 2045 N. Lincoln Park West, Chicago, IL. Performances are
Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights at 8:00pm. Tickets are $15.00 general admission, $12.00 for senior 
citizens and students with ID. Special group rates are available. Reservations can be made in advance at 
877-238-5596 or purchased online through SmartTix at newleaftheatre.org. Visit newleaftheatre.org for 
more information.

MISSION
New Leaf Theatre creates intimate, animate theatrical experiences which renew both artist and audience.
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Obie Award-winning LIMBO TALES brings a freak-show to town
New Leaf Theatre presents LIMBO TALES, by Len Jenkin, 
opening Wednesday, September 28th, at 7:30 p.m. in the Lincoln Park Cultural Center.

CHICAGO, IL, September 2005
Limbo Tales is a traveling freak-show, but the freaks are not what you’d expect - a history pro-
fessor driving towards destiny and a traveling salesman trying to escape it - and their spectacle
lies in the struggle between fate and free will.   The show opens Wednesday, September 28th at
7:30 p.m. and runs Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. through November 12th.
New Leaf Theatre is located in the Lincoln Park Cultural Center, 2045 N. Lincoln Park West,
Chicago, IL 60614.  There will be no performances October 27th-29th.

Limbo Tales is presented as a triptych of three stories - Highway, Intermezzo and Hotel - that
explore the common themes of self-determination, the march of time, and the search for
things we don’t want to find.  In Highway, a man suddenly decides to drive to his girlfriend’s
house, which is 200 miles away. He becomes obsessed with the thought that each car that
passes may be his girlfriend coming to visit him, rendering him immobile, and as he begins to
lose touch with time and place he is drawn deeper into the Mayan folklore he teaches.
Intermezzo reveals the Master of Ceremonies, who introduces in gruesome and playful detail all
the unusual acts he was unable to book for the evening.  In Hotel, a down-on-his-luck traveling
salesman sits in a cramped hotel room, eating Chinese food and reading the Bible, unable to
tune out the private moments of his neighbors, while contemplating the stagnation of his exis-
tence in purgatory.

Limbo Tales weaves together inventive theatricality, humor and piercing insight to probe into
those parts of the human psyche that keep us bound in our own fears, and those parts that
push us upward when we seem utterly defeated.  The New York Daily News says, “(playwright)
Jenkin owns one of the most original comedic imaginations at work on the stage today.  He is
a writer who actually appears to know what the human comedy is.”

New Leaf’s Resident Lighting Designer, Jared Moore, who was recently awarded the Jeff
Citation for Lighting Design for the second year in a row, lends his critically lauded talents to
this production.  Artistic Director Brandon Ray, director of last spring’s As It Is In Heaven,
which was nominated for a Best Ensemble Jeff Citation, tapped David Chapman to direct
Limbo Tales because of his imaginative and fearless approach to theater craft; Chapman recently
wrote and performed in his one man-show Planet of the Bisexuals at Bailiwick Performing Arts
Center.  Actor Jeff Davis plays The Driver, Paul Joseph appears as The Man, and Tiffany Joy
Ross presides over all as The Master of Ceremonies.

Limbo Tales opens Wednesday, September 28th at 7:30 p.m. and runs Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. through November 12th.  There will be no performances October 27th-
29th.  Tickets are $15 for adults and $12 for students/seniors, with group discounts available.
Call the New Leaf Theatre box office at 773-274-9026, or visit www.newleaftheatre.org, for
reservations, directions and additional information.  All performances will be held at New Leaf
Theatre in the Lincoln Park Cultural Center, 2045 N. Lincoln Park West, Chicago, IL 60614.  
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