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New Leaf Theatre presents 
AS IT IS IN HEAVEN by Arlene Hutton

Opens: March 3, 2005, Closes: April 9, 2005

CHICAGO, IL, FEBRUARY 2005
New Leaf Theatre is proud to present As It Is In Heaven, Arlene Hutton's moving portrayal of upheaval
caused when the utopian existence of an 1830's Shaker community in Kentucky is threatened by the arrival 
of 'newcomers' claiming to see angels. As It Is In Heaven is directed by New Leaf 's Artistic Director, Brandon
Ray, and features an all-female cast of nine Chicago actors. This production opens Thursday, March 3rd 2005
through April 9th 2005 at the Lincoln Park Cultural Center - 2045 N. Lincoln Park West, Chicago, IL
60614 - Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 8:00pm with a preview performance on Wednesday, March 2nd
2005 at 8:00pm.

Ticket prices are $15.00 for general admission, $12.00 seniors and students. Special group rates are also 
available. All Thursday performances are $5.00 industry tickets with headshot, resume or business card and
preview admission is $5.00. Tickets can be reserved by telephone at 877-238-5596 or purchased online 
with SmartTix at newleaftheatre.org.

AS IT IS IN HEAVEN by Arlene Hutton
A religious community is changed when a non-believer has an ecstatic experience. The 1830's Shaker society 
of Pleasant Hill, Kentucky, is set in ordered ways. Their once dramatic form of worship has by now developed
into routine. The arrival of Fanny upsets the harmony; the Sisters suspect her to be a "winter Shaker," one 
who suddenly converts when life gets too hard on the farm. Fanny sees angels in the meadow, and soon all 
the young women are receiving spiritual "gifts" of songs, drawings, ideas and giggles, completely upsetting the
community. The leaders question Fanny's intentions and honesty.

Is this a resurgence of the original Shaker celebration or something manufactured by Fanny so that she 
can remain with the Shakers? Eldress Hannah is jealous that she, the most devout of Shakers, has not 
been privileged to see the visions. But only the ones who question need visual proof. Whether they were 
heavenly or earthly, the angels were there.

PERFORMANCES
AS IT IS IN HEAVEN by Arlene Hutton directed by Brandon Ray previews Wednesday, March 2nd at
8:00pm offering $5.00 admission and opens Thursday, March 3, 2005 and runs through Saturday, April 9,
2005 at the Lincoln Park Cultural Center - 2045 N. Lincoln Park West, Chicago, IL. Performances are
Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights at 8:00pm. Tickets are $15.00 general admission, $12.00 for senior 
citizens and students with ID. Special group rates are available. Reservations can be made in advance at 
877-238-5596 or purchased online through SmartTix at newleaftheatre.org. Visit newleaftheatre.org for 
more information.

MISSION
New Leaf Theatre creates intimate, animate theatrical experiences which renew both artist and audience.
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In The Spotlight Playwrights Series
An Idle King, Faultless, and Faster Than a Speeding Bullet
Written by Brandon Ray
Directed by Lila Stromer
REVIEWS

Chicago Reader, May 23, 2003

In An Idle King, the first one-act on a program of three written by New Leaf company member
Brandon Ray, an elderly couple consider their status as the only survivors among their circle of
friends. In the second, Faultless, a blocked jazz musician gropes in vain for the melody that will
win back his wife's love and respect. And in Faster Than A Speeding Bullet, Diana Prince and Hal
Jordan  aka Wonder Woman and Green Lantern  encourage coworker Clark Kent to lighten up
when it comes to off-duty romances.

Ray, who writes with an uncommon maturity and compassion, never patronizes his characters
in the interest of showing off his own cleverness, instead maintaining a bittersweet humor
about the ironies of the human - or superhuman - condition. And though last-minute cast
replacements required a few actors to work from camouflaged scripts at the performance I
attended, the players' expertise, under Lila M. Stromer's direction, made for personalities at
once recognizable and individual.

Faster Than A Speeding Bullet rambles a bit, and the songwriter's spoken-word rhapsodies in
Faultless need some fine-tuning. But the first entry in New Leaf  s proposed annual local play-
wright series suggests it will be a fresh addition to the scene.

- Mary Shen Barnidge

 


